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Liberty Victoria’s office is on the lands of the Wurundjeri People of the 
Kulin Nation and we acknowledge them as the Traditional Owners.  

We would also like to pay our respects to their Elders, past and present, 
and to all First Nations people who may read this annual report.

Liberty Victoria acknowledges that sovereignty was never ceded.
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President’s Report

Dear Members and Supporters of  
Liberty Victoria,

It will be interesting to see, in years to come, 
how time and distance shape our views 
on what the events of the year 2025 come 
to represent. Living through it has at times 
felt like falling through the looking glass, 
where so many of the principles that we 
have taken for granted has changed so 
rapidly. It has been devastating, to see what 
many of us consider the hallmarks of a free 
and democratic society constant attack in 
the US, and to be alarmed at the possible 
signs that the trend could be spreading 
across the world, including to Australia. It 
is also disturbing to realise how quickly we 
have become accustomed to the apparent 
absence of truth and accountability in public 
discourse.

The events across our increasingly small 
world have reverberated across all of 
Australia, some communities have been 
deeply and personally impacted by conflict 
happening overseas, but also by the 
conflict it has created within our society. 
The continuing calls for the suppression of 
protest across the country, and particularly 
here in Victoria, suggest a society that 
can barely tolerate the voicing of different 
opinions. It often seems that we have lost 
the ability to disagree with respect and 
compassion. 

One of the greatest tensions this year has 
been the incredibly difficult balance of 
competing rights of freedom of expression 
and protection of people from hate speech 
and vilification. Protecting the right to 
protest innately requires that you will protect 
the speech of those with you whom you 
passionately disagree. Protecting people 
from vilification and hate speech requires a 
drawing of a line that is deeply subjective, 
and there can be a deep chasm between 
what people believe they are saying and 

what people believe they hear. We have 
made submissions into anti-vilification laws 
and the Senate inquiry into antisemitism on 
university campuses as well as responding 
to the recommendations of the special 
envoy into antisemitism and calling for 
protection of protest.

Despite these issues, and while Australia 
is clearly not immune to the challenges 
gripping what we might see as comparable 
Western democracies, we have not 
succumbed to our worst fears. We held a 
Federal election that was orderly, peaceful 
and did not ultimately fall victim to the 
extremes of foreign influence or targeted 
misinformation. 

As our Annual Report details, our 
committees have once again contributed 
to legislative review and debate across a 
wide range of critical issues, continuing 
many of the themes of recent years around 
the erosion of human rights. The treatment 
of asylum seekers, and the politics of 
demonising people without Australian 
citizenship continues to represent one of our 
lowest points. 

Our committee has been vocal in continuing 
our calls to reform bail laws as we see 
prison populations surge and escalation 
of calls to be tough on crime (but light on 
meaningful solutions). We have also called 
for restraint on the increasing incursions 
on privacy – in both the growth of public 
camera surveillance and the proposals to 
place age restrictions on access to social 
media – and by extension vastly increase 
collection of personal information.

A change in our calendar means that this 
year’s AGM has been scheduled ahead of 
the 2025 Liberty Victoria Voltaire Awards 
dinner, to be held at the Sofitel Melbourne on 
14 November. We are eagerly anticipating 
the evening, which will recognise the 
extraordinary contribution of our award Liberty Victoria President Michelle Bennett
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winners to freedom and humanity. 

Our Voltaire Award will be awarded to Dr 
Mohammed Musfafa – better known as 
Dr Mo. It is difficult to hear Dr Mo speak 
about his time in the hospitals of Gaza, the 
overwhelming conditions he encountered, 
and the agonising decisions he was 
forced to make as children suffered and 
died from horrific injuries, with little to no 
access to even the most basic medications, 
equipment, or facilities. It should make us all 
feel deep discomfort about the failure of our 
governments and international institutions to 
stop this suffering.

But it is also incredibly powerful and 
energising to have the opportunity to hear 
from someone who has stepped forward – 
in circumstances that come with immense 
risk – instead of looking away.

It is particularly exciting this year to have 
last year’s Voltaire Award winner, Antoinette 
Lattouf, back with us to lead a conversation 
with Dr Mo. We are very grateful that 
Antionette has so generously agreed to give 
us the benefit of both her professional skills 
and personal experience. I am confident that 
everyone in attendance will end the evening 
feeling exceptionally inspired and privileged 
to have heard Dr Mo share his experience 
working in Gaza and lobbying to bring a 
dedicated hospital to the children suffering in 
Gaza.

We will also hear from Sarah Schwartz, 
who will speak on her personal experience 
working alongside the late Uncle Percy 
Lovett in the fight for reform following the 
tragic death in custody of Veronica Nelson. 
In the aftermath of Veronica’s passing, Uncle 
Percy Lovett (together with Aunty Donna 
Nelson) fought tirelessly for Poccum’s Law 
until his passing last year. Uncle Percy sat in 
Court every day of the inquest into Veronica’s 
passing and was relentless in his fight for 
justice for Veronica. Tragically, the Victorian 

Government has wound back reforms made 
after Veronica’s and Uncle Percy’s death.

Finally, we will be recognising this year’s 
Sophie Trevitt Award Winner Plestia Alaqad 
for her dedication to providing her very 
personal coverage of the conflict in Gaza. 
At just 22 years of age, the newly graduated 
journalist found herself reporting on her 
home as it was turned into a war zone, and 
ultimately seeking refuge with her family 
in Melbourne before returning to Beirut to 
continue her work and studies.

While 2025 was challenging on a range of 
fronts, it also saw the emergence of some 
new initiatives for Liberty Victoria. I am 
very pleased to announce that we will be 
establishing a new advisory panel, with the 
incredibly dedicated Michael Stanton SC as 
the founding chair alongside Jamie Gardiner 
who served as a Vice President of Liberty 
Victoria with great distinction over many 
years. The advisory panel will be a valuable 
support for Liberty Victoria, ensuring we can 
bring new talent and energy to the executive 
committee while ensuring we can continue 
to benefit from the experience and wisdom 
of the panel members.

Another development in 2025 was the 
launch of the Corporate Supporters 
Network. This new program creates an 
alliance with organisations that provide 
meaningful support to Liberty Victoria to 
help us continue our work. We are grateful 
not only for the significant financial support 
these organisations offer, but also for the 
recognition of the importance and value of 
the hard work of our committee members. 

We continue to be under significant financial 
pressure, as the cost of living and our 
independent status means raising funds 
to cover the very modest costs of our 
organization remains incredibly challenging. 
We recognise that many of our members 
and supporters are themselves facing 

financial pressures and are grateful for 
ongoing support through membership, 
donations or support of our events such as 
the Voltaire Awards dinner.

There have been a number of changes to 
our Committee again in 2025, and several 
members of the Executive and Committees 
will step down at the end of this year. Sam 
Norton and Zubin Menon have both made 
enormous contributions during their time on 
the executive. We thank Sam in particular 
for his contribution to the creation of our 
Corporate Supporters network – of which 
his firm Stary, Norton, Halphen is a founding 
member. Jamie Gardiner will step down from 
the executive but continue his longstanding 
and greatly valued contribution through the 
advisory panel. Jessica Coverdale, Jonathon 
Cooper, and Isabelle Skaburskis: thank you 
for all you have contributed in your time 
working with Liberty Victoria.

I would once again like to thank all of the 
Committee members who continue to show 
up, live their convictions and undertake the 
work of Liberty Victoria in the year that has 
passed, and that have committed to do so 
again in 2026.

 At the time of writing this, the first stage of 
a peace deal has been agreed for Gaza and 
there is great hope for a continuation of the 
ceasefire, the imminent return of the Israeli 
hostages who have been held captive for 
more than 2 long, cruel years and an end to 
the devastating bombings, starvation and 
threatened genocide against the people of 
Gaza. 

Wherever these current negotiations lead, it 
has been startling to remember what it is like 
to be optimistic about the direction in which 
events are heading. It has felt like optimism 
has been in very short supply in the last 
few years and it has been important to be 
reminded that there is hope. It is my sincere 
hope that at the time of this being published, 

the best possible outcome will have 
emerged and there will be not just an end to 
the conflict but a plan for desperately needed 
support to rebuild the lives of the many, 
many people who have suffered through it. 

Thank you to all our members and 
supporters who help us to continue our 
work. On a personal note, I would like to 
thank the executive and committees for their 
hard work, support, willingness to step up 
and respond on short notice to apply their 
intellect and provide insights on emerging 
issues. Our executive officer Helia Mehrabani 
has been relentlessly helpful, positive and 
calmly accommodating of our requests for 
support at all hours. My special thanks to 
Michael Stanton and Thomas Kane who 
have for so many years shown a fierce 
commitment and willingness to roll up their 
sleeves to drive Liberty Victoria forward. 

Michelle Bennett,
President, Liberty Victoria

Addressing the Voltaire Awards Dinner Guests
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Voltaire Awards

The Voltaire awards are a celebration of free 
speech, and of Liberty Victoria’s continued 
work to defend and extend civil liberties 
and human rights throughout Australia. 

The Voltaire awards are given annually 
to people, groups and/or organisations 
across three categories - the Voltaire 
Human Rights Award itself, the Young 
Voltaire Human Rights Award, and the 
Empty Chair Human Rights Award. These 
awards are given to those who have made 
an outstanding contribution to free speech, 
civil liberties and/or human rights.

The Voltaire Award
The Voltaire Human Rights Award 
honours a person who has made an 
outstanding contribution to human 
rights, free speech and/or civil liberties, 
with emphasis on progressing freedom, 
respect, equality, dignity and action. 

The recipient of this year’s Liberty Victoria 
Voltaire Human Rights award is is Dr 
Mohammed Mustafa, better known as  
Dr Mo.

Dr Mo is an English-Australian emergency 
physician trainee, humanitarian, and 
former international athlete of Palestinian 
heritage. He undertook two missions 
as a volunteer at hospitals in Gaza with 
international humanitarian organisations in 
June 2024 and again in March 2025. In his 
second mission, Dr Mo spent five weeks 
working on Gaza’s medical front line in the 
emergency department, trying to provide 
every possible kind of medical care.

Dr Mo is dedicated to using his platform to 
champion the rights of Gaza’s children to 
healthcare, dignity and life. Most notably, 
Dr Mo has supported access to establish a 
maternity and neonatal hospital in Gaza and 
is currently campaigning and fundraising 

to construct a purpose-built Children’s 
Hospital in Khan Younis in Southern Gaza.

The World Health Organisation reports 
that more than a thousand health care 
workers have been killed, and that it has 
verified 654 strikes on Gaza’s medical 
facilities. Most hospitals in Gaza are no 
longer functioning. The situation for the 
people of Gaza continues to deteriorate, as 
they struggle survive what the International 
Court of Justice has determined is plausible 
genocide, including escalating destruction of 
their housing, widespread starvation,  
and severely restricted access 
to humanitarian aid.

Since returning from Gaza, Dr Mo has been 
actively sharing his firsthand experiences 
to raise awareness and to rally both the 
Australian public and government around 
a united commitment to delivering life-
saving medical aid in Gaza, particularly for 
children enduring unimaginable suffering.

In June 2025, Dr Mo embarked on an 
advocacy tour across Australia, Ireland, 
Scotland, France and the UK to raise 
awareness and support for a new children’s 
hospital in Gaza. His story has resonated 
widely, with coverage in The Journal 
describing his mission as a campaign to 
bring hope to a devastated region by building 
“a sanctuary for healing” for children. His 
committed efforts are making a huge 
impact: only last week, in response to Dr 
Mo’s advocacy, the UK Foreign Secretary 
went on record stating that he will support 
the Maternal and Neonatal Hospital in 
gaining access to Gaza, and the Irish 
Government pledged its full support.

It is difficult to hear Dr Mo speak about 
his time in the hospitals of Gaza, the 
overwhelming conditions he encountered, 
and the agonising decisions he was forced 
to make as children suffered and died from 

horrific injuries, with little to no access 
to even the most basic medications, 
equipment, or facilities. It should make us 
all feel deep discomfort about the failure 
of our governments and international 
institutions to stop this suffering.

But it is also incredibly powerful and 
energising to have the opportunity to 
hear from someone who has stepped 
forward – in circumstances that come with 
immense risk – instead of looking away.

Dr Mo represents the scores of people 
who have felt compelled to bring their 
skills to the front line of the atrocities in 
Gaza and use their voice to unite people 
around the world in demanding an end 
to the injustices inflicted by Israel.

We recognise Dr Mohammed Mustafa with 
the Liberty Victoria Voltaire Human Rights 
Award and join him in his urgent call to 
save the lives of the children of Palestine.

The Sophie Trevitt Award
This year's winner of the Sophie Trevitt 
Human Rights Award is Plestia Alaqad.

The Sophie Trevitt Award (formerly the 
Young Voltaire) is awarded to someone no 
older than 30 at the date of their nomination 
for an outstanding contribution to or 
action on free speech, human rights and/
or civil liberties, with particular emphasis 
on progressing freedom, respect, equality 
and dignity. It celebrates those who speak 
out, write, campaign, whistle-blow, take 
action or a stand against authoritarianism.

Plestia is a 23 year old Palestinian journalist 
from Gaza who has been documenting 
the plausible genocide and alleged Israeli 
war crimes in Gaza since the Israeli 
Government's response to the tragic 7 
October attacks. Plestia began filming 
and sharing videos and photos online to 

show the world an inside view of what 
was happening in Gaza. Plestia was 
forced to flee Gaza due to fears for her 
safety and the safety of her family given 
the unprecedented killing of journalists. 
In November 2024, Plestia and her family 
moved to Melbourne on temporary visas. 

Throughout the conflict, Plestia has 
spoken out eloquently about the attacks on 
journalists, with consideration and dignity 
in extraordinary circumstances. She has 
now documented those experiences in The 
Eyes of Gaza, a collection of journal entries 

Sophie Trevitt 
Award Winner

Plestia Alaqad

Empty Chair 
Award Winner
Uncle Percy Lovett

Voltaire  
Award Winner

Dr. Mohammed 
�Mustafa

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKd1-c_AsmM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cKd1-c_AsmM
https://www.thejournal.ie/dr-mo-mobile-hospitals-ireland-6743811-Jun2025/
https://www.thejournal.ie/dr-mo-mobile-hospitals-ireland-6743811-Jun2025/
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from the first 45 days of the conflict. It is 
staggering to imagine those experience 
spiralling further and further into horror as 
the conflict has now continued for 2 years.

At this moment in time, when we 
are witnessing the extended conflict 
amounting to an attempted genocide of 
the Palestinian people, there is no one 
more deserving of the Sophie Trevitt 
Award than Plestia who has stepped up for 
her people continues to speak for those 
who continue to suffer. Plestia embodies 
liberation, dignity, respect, equality and 
free speech for her people and all people. 

The Empty Chair Award
Established in 2016, this award goes to 
a person or group of people who have 
made an outstanding contribution to 
free speech and who cannot accept it in 
person due to the consequences of their 
exercise of, or advocacy for free speech. 

We are honoured to announce the 2025 
Liberty Victoria Empty Chair Award will be 
dedicated to the late Uncle Percy Lovett, in 
recognition of his fight to pass Poccum’s 
Law and seek justice in relation to the 
death in custody of Veronica Nelson. 

Veronica Nelson was a Gunditjmara, Dja Dja 
Wurrung, Wiradjuri and Yorta Yorta woman 
who was put in prison for minor shop lifting 
related charges because of Victoria’s failed 
bail laws. It is likely that Veronica would be 
alive today if Victoria had a bail system that 
properly protected human rights, including 
the rights of First Nations Peoples. 

In the aftermath of Veronica's passing, 
Uncle Percy Lovett (together with Aunty 
Donna Nelson) fought tirelessly for 
Poccum's Law until his passing last 
year. Uncle Percy sat in Court every 
day of the inquest into Veronica's 

passing and was relentless in his fight 
for justice for Veronica. The Allan 
Government has wound back reforms 
made after Veronica's and Uncle Percy's 
death, a mockery to them both.

From Sarah Schwartz’s reflections 
of Uncle Percy on his passing:

“Veronica was everything to him. He 
loved living with her on Yorta Yorta 
country and making Aboriginal artifacts 
with her late father, Rusty Walker. The 
way she died, and the cruelty, injustice 
and abject neglect of her final moments, 
never left him. None of it, including the 
impact on him, will leave me either.

Percy didn't have to take up the hard 
fight for Veronica. But he wanted to do 
it for her, and for all the women inside. 
Almost every time we met he asked, 
'Sez, do you think I'm doing the right 
thing? I'm doing right by her aren't I?'.

Percy never believed the cover up of 
Veronica's death, and never gave up 
pushing for the truth, even when the Court 
berated us for it. In the end, the truth came 
out. It was his advocacy, with Veronica's 
mother's - Aunty Donna's, which led to 
changes in prison healthcare and bail laws 
changes which have led to the lowest 
numbers of women in Victoria's prisons.

Percy, you did right by Veronica and 
then some. It's because of your 
fight that we're all more free.”

We look forward to hearing further from 
Sarah at our Voltaire Awards Dinner on 14 
November, as she has generously offered 
to share her reflections on Uncle Percy and 
the issues for which he fought so hard,

In recognising Uncle Percy we also 
recognise the continuing injustice of the 
disproportionate rates of incarceration 
of the indigenous people of Australia.

Past Voltaire Winners

2024

Antoinette Lattouf  
Broadcaster, journalist and advocate  
for diversity and mental health

2023

Sophie Trevitt OAM 
Human Rights Advocate

2022

Brenda Appleton OAM 
Advocate for trans and  
gender-diverse people

2021

Children of Tanya Day 
Advocates for reducing First Nations 
deaths in custody and law reform

2020

Dylan Alcott 
Sportsperson and advocate for  
people with disabilities

2019

Debbie Kilroy 
Activist and advocate for prisoners' rights

2018

Magda Szubanski 
Actor and LGBT+ activist

2017

Professor Gillian Triggs 
Outgoing President of the AHRC 

2016

Waleed Aly 
Academic, author, radio and TV presenter

2024 Voltaire Human Rights Award 
winner Antoinette Lattouf

2023 Voltaire Human Rights Award 
winner the late Sophie Trevitt
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Treasurer’s Report

Like the previous financial year, the ongoing 
economic climate has continued to present 
as a challenge for Liberty Victoria.

In the 2024-2025 financial year, overall 
revenue has declined. However, savings 
have been made through a reduction 
in expenditure in certain areas. Further 
savings are anticipated following 
the completion of updates to Liberty 
Victoria’s website in July 2025.

The generous support to Liberty Victoria 
through memberships, donations 
and our main fundraising event, the 
annual Voltaire Human Rights Award 
dinner, has ensured we remain in a 
comfortable financial position moving 
into the 2025-26 financial year.

A significant development to the way 
Liberty Victoria will raise funds in future 
is the establishment of corporate 
sponsorships. These sponsorships – 
which officially launched in July 2025 
– enable businesses and corporate 
entities to support our important work.

I would like to thank (in alphabetical order) 
Brian Bourke Chambers, Doogue + George, 
Green’s List, Marco Man and Associates, 
Parnell’s List, and Stary Norton Halphen for 
already signing up as corporate sponsors.

I would also like to acknowledge in 
particular Sam Norton and Zubin Menon 
for their hard work in setting this up.

We are genuinely grateful to our supporters 
who have generously donated both money 
and time to Liberty Victoria, without 
whom our organisation could not operate. 
We welcome that ongoing support.

Liberty Victoria also welcomes any other 
business or corporate entity interested in 
promoting and defending human rights 
to consider supporting us in future.

2025 ($) 2024 ($)

Income

Memberships 10,115.73 17,060.83

Donations 11,585.12 1,142.50

Events

  Voltaire Dinner 66,117.12 64,386.60

  Rap event income 2,236.28 8,479.77

Total Event Income 68,353.40 72,866.37

Bank Interest 1,685.46 3,545.24

Other Income 54.91

Total Income 91,739.71 94,669.85

Expenditure

Membership 0.00 345.00

Events 62,268.85 56,874.27

Website Development 4,500.00 1,585.41

Bank Merchant Fees 511.56 581.64

Accounting 0.00 412.78

Office costs 5,642.45 7,855.63

Salaries and 
contractors 40,975.00 47,155.02

Office Administration 350.60 347.00

Donations to External 
Parties 0.00 2,000.00

RAP Other Expenses 797.40 176.00

Total Expenses 115,045.86 117,332.75

Net Profit -23,306.15 -22,662.90

2025 ($) 2024($)

Assets

Prepayments - Events 6,000.00 7,000.00 

Westpac General A/c 411.98 1,970.06

Petty Cash 0.95 0.95

High Interest Account 39,392.29 9,779.11

PayPal 760.42 6.67

Latrobe Financial 
Investment Account 0.00 50,000.00

Total 46,565.64 68,756.79

Liabilities

Total liabilities - - 

Net Assets 46,565.64 68,756.79

Equity

Liberty Leadership 
Fund Reserve Account 12,347.00 12,347.00

RAP Reserve Account 4,510.80 8,408.56

Retained Earnings 53,013.99 71,779.13

Current Earnings 711.94 -22,662.90

Total Equity 46,565.64 69,871.79

Statement of Comprehensive Income and Expenditure 
for the Twelve Months Ended 30 June 2025 Balance Sheet as at 30 June 2025
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Rights Advocacy Project

2025 was another busy year for the Rights 
Advocacy Project. 

In February 2025, RAP launched our latest 
law reform project “Unreasonable Grounds: 
Reforming Victoria Police's Stop and Search 
Powers”. This report critically examines the 
practice of "no reason searches"—those 
where Victoria Police are not required to 
justify or provide grounds for stopping 
and searching an individual. This report 
addresses three specific mechanisms 
through which these powers are exercised: 
designated search area powers, consent 
searches, and firearm prohibition orders. 
Information released to the Rights Advocacy 
Project under a Freedom of Information 
request as part of this report revealed that 
in the two years to January 2023, just 1% 
of searches conducted in designated areas 
by police resulted in an item or substance 
being found. This report garnered significant 
interest and was reported on by The 
Age and by several Victorian MPs during 
Parliamentary debate on the expansion of 
these powers. The authors of this report 
also appeared on two different 3CR radio 
shows. 

Our 2025 program commenced in May, with 
a very impressive cohort of law students, 
young lawyers, and human rights advocates. 
We held our Welcome Day training in May 
2025, led by our wonderful Deputy Chair, 
Shauna Stanley. We all left the training 
feeling energised and enthusiastic for the 
projects. We look forward to launching our 
teams’ work in late 2026. 

Our 2025 projects are:

1. Occupied Territories Bill project: 
Ireland is currently considering an 
Occupied Territories Bill that bans 
trade between Ireland and Israel's 
illegal settlements in the West Bank, 
making the import of goods or services 
originating from these lands a criminal 
offence. Renewed enthusiasm for the 
bill occurred recently following the ICJ's 
Advisory Opinion from July 2024 which 
deemed Israeli settlements on Occupied 
Palestinian land illegal and stated all 
countries were obliged not to trade with 
them. This project will propose a similar 
Bill in Australia to ensure compliance 
with international legal obligations. 

2. Policing of protest project: We have 
seen a dramatic increase in militarised 
policing of protest in recent times, 
for example, the policing of the Land 
Forces conference in September 2024. 
We have also seen an increase in 
surveillance and policing of protest on 
university campuses. This project will 
examine the human rights and privacy 
implications of policing of protest. 

3. Keeping people out of prison - 
Government report card: Prisons don't 
keep us safer. Investing in people and 
communities does. This project is about 
the harms that your taxpayer dollars 
directly fund through Victoria's carceral 
system. This project tells stories of 
strength and resilience and asks us 
to imagine alternatives to prisons - 
why care is better, what investing in 
people and communities looks like, and 
success stories. The project will provide 
the public with a guide on how to talk to 
family and friends about the myths of 
the prison industrial complex and how 
to debunk the common rhetoric around 
criminalised communities.

In the last year, we said farewell to long-
standing members of the RAP Steering 
Committee, Chris Chosich and Isabella 
Farrell-Hallegraeff. We thank them both for 
their contributions and commitment to RAP.

We thank the members of Liberty Victoria 
for their ongoing support and commitment 
to RAP’s vision and work, particularly current 
President Michelle Bennett. 

Finally, my sincere thanks to each member 
of the current Steering Committee 
Rochelle Francis, Shauna Stanley, Arabella 
Close, Shenali De Silva, Gary Hansell, 
Denham Sadler, Jasmine Pilbrow, and Kali 
Wischmann whose steadfast support has 
been critical to RAP’s success this year.

Kiara Wagner 
Chair, Rights Advocacy Project

RAP Chair, Kiara, and Deputy Chair, Shauna

You can keep updated about our 
upcoming project on our website:  
rightsadvocacyproject.org

RAP's Welcome Day training

https://rightsadvocacyproject.org
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The Rights Advocacy Project Team

Steering Committee 
Chair:   
Kiara Wagner 

Deputy Chair:   
Shauna Stanley 

General Member, Training: 
Shenali De Silva 

Project Coordinator –   
Policing of Protest   
Arabella Close 

Project Coordinator –   
Policing of Protest   
Jasmine Pilbrow 

Project Coordinator –  
Keeping people out of prison:  
Rochelle Francis 

Project Coordinator –  
Keeping people out of prison:  
Denham Sadler 

Project Coordinator –  
Occupied Territories Bill:    
Kali Wischmann 

Project Coordinator –  
Occupied Territories Bill:    
Gary Hansell 

RAP Volunteers 
Policing of Protest 

Hiba Adam 
Benjamin Racz 
Jessica Stephens Raymond 
Indigo York 
Camille Bentley-McGoldrick  
Josephine Dunne 
Selina Domingo 
Mackenzie-Jane Stephan

Supervisors:  
Adam Chernok, David Mejia-Canales, 
Sophie L'Estrange

Keeping people out of prison

Eloise Cox 
Reham Elzeiny 
Amy Soodi 
Divvya Sivarajah  
Ghazal Devgan 
Rose Bruce-Smith 
Marion Singer 
Clare Graham-Stewart 
Supervisors:  
Karen Fletcher, Joanne Schoenfelder, 
Emma Russel, Hui Zhou, Abigail Lewis

Occupied Territories Bill

Binari Almeida 
Celine Lau 
Thea Martin 
Zenia Vasaiwalla 
Suneeta Kamdar 
Christina Irugalbandara
Jemima Cleaver
Brenna McNeil 
Alexandra Hollis
Zoe Andritsos
Supervisors:  
Laila Hamzi, Dr Daye Gang, Hanan 
Sahmoud

Submissions and Policy Work

Submission on Use of Cannabis in Victoria

calendar-pen 14 February 2025
envelope Legal and Social Issues Committee, 

Parliament of Victoria
Liberty Victoria supports the reforms proposed 
by the Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances 
Amendment (Regulation of Personal Adult Use of 
Cannabis) Bill 2023 (Vic) (Bill).

We have consistently advocated for the reform of 
Victoria’s cannabis laws. Consistent with previous 
submissions, we consider that the best way to 
protect the health of those adults who use cannabis, 
to protect public health and safety, and to prevent 
criminal activity relating to the illegal cannabis trade 
in Victoria, is to decriminalise cannabis possession, 
use, and limited cultivation as has occurred in the 
Australian Capital Territory (ACT). 

Comment on the Justice Legislation 
Amendment (Anti-Vilification and Social 
Cohesion) Bill 2024 (Vic)

calendar-pen 28 January 2025
envelope The Victorian Government 
Liberty Victoria does not support the Justice 
Legislation Amendment (Anti-Vilification and Social 
Cohesion) Bill 2024 (Vic) (the Bill) in its current 
form. While we support some aspects of the Bill 
and recognise the need to protect vulnerable people 
from hate speech, in our view the Bill does not get 
the balance right and could have a serious impact 
on freedom of expression and legitimate protest. We 
also oppose the Bill’s weakening of the threshold for 
criminal offences.

Inquiry into Antisemitism at Australian 
Universities

calendar-pen 7 January 2025
envelope Parliamentary Joint Committee on 

Human Rights 
Liberty Victoria welcomed the opportunity to provide 
a submission to the Inquiry into Antisemitism 
at Australian Universities. We support actions 
of government and universities to address 
antisemitism on university campuses and in 
Australia generally, and believe the best way to 
protect the human rights of all people, including 
students at universities, would be to have robust 
federal human rights legislation designed to balance 
competing rights, which would of course include 
freedom of expression, freedom of assembly, 
freedom of religion and freedom from vilification.

However, this should not result in the silencing of 
legitimate criticism of the actions of the Government 
of Israel or disproportionate restrictions to the right 
of students to protest.

Comment on Bills Targeting Refugees and 
People Seeking Asylum

calendar-pen 26 November 2024
envelope The Federal Government
Liberty Victoria does not support the Federal Labor 
Government pushing through unprecedented and 
unprincipled laws without due process and scrutiny. 
These abhorrent laws target people solely on their 
visa status and will devastate individuals, families 
and communities across generations. 

Expert bodies, including Liberty Victoria, have 
resoundingly condemned the Bills. They must be 
withdrawn without delay.

You can view all our  
submissions online at:  
libertyvictoria.org.au/submissions

calendar-pen Submitted on    envelope Submitted to   

https://libertyvictoria.org.au/submission-on-use-of-cannabis-in-victoria/
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/comment-on-the-justice-legislation-amendment-anti-vilification-and-social-cohesion-bill-2024-vic/
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/comment-on-the-justice-legislation-amendment-anti-vilification-and-social-cohesion-bill-2024-vic/
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/comment-on-the-justice-legislation-amendment-anti-vilification-and-social-cohesion-bill-2024-vic/
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/inquiry-into-antisemitism-at-australian-universities/
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/inquiry-into-antisemitism-at-australian-universities/
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https://libertyvictoria.org.au/comment-on-bills-targeting-refugees-and-people-seeking-asylum/
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Legal_and_Constitutional_Affairs/MigrationAmendment47/Submissions
https://libertyvictoria.org.au/submissions
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Press Releases and Public Letters

Liberty Victoria Media Release on Bail

calendar-pen 9 October 2025

Liberty Victoria statement on the 
Australian Government’s failure 
to act on Israel’s attacks on the 
humanitarian flotilla to Gaza

calendar-pen 2 October 2025

United Nations Commission of 
Inquiry Finding that Israel has 
Committed Genocide in Gaza

calendar-pen 18 September 2025

Liberty Victoria’s Statement on the 
Home Affairs Legislation Amendment 
(2025 Measures No. 1) Bill 2025

calendar-pen 29 August 2025

Statement about Famine in Gaza

calendar-pen 25 July 2025

Special Envoy Report

calendar-pen 14 July 2025

The Australian government must reaffirm 
its support for the role of the UN and its 
official representative Francesca Albanese

calendar-pen 10 July 2025

Liberty Victoria calls on the University 
of Melbourne to drop its disciplinary 
processes against students who have 
engaged in protest on university campuses

calendar-pen 3 June 2025

Statement about current situation in Gaza

calendar-pen 22 May 2025

An open letter to the city of Melbourne: 
Facial recognition technology 
is not the future we want

calendar-pen 16 May 2025

Liberty Victoria Statement 
on Federal Election

calendar-pen 30 April 2025

An Illusion of Toughness: New proposed 
bail law reforms are no real response 
to community safety concerns

calendar-pen 12 March 2025

Liberty Victoria response to report on 
antisemitism in Australian universities

calendar-pen 14 February 2025

Liberty Victoria Warns Against 
Introducing Protest Permits

calendar-pen 9 December 2024

Liberty in the News

The Australian System Is Designed to 
Deny Accountability for Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody
calendar-pen 5 June 2025
pencil Sydney Criminal Lawyers

Exclusive: More than $46 million paid 
out by Victoria Police in civil litigation 
settlements over five years
calendar-pen 8 May 2025
pencil National Indigenous Times

NSW Government Uses Knife Crime to 
Justify Wholesale Random Searches and 
Surveillance
calendar-pen 29 April 2025
pencil Sydney Criminal Lawyers

Fatal police shooting in Melbourne 
triggers widespread outrage
calendar-pen 23 April 2025
pencil WSWS

34 years after the Royal Commission, 
Indigenous deaths in custody continue to 
rise
calendar-pen 15 April 2025
pencil National Indigenous Times

Hate speech laws pass parliament as 
Liberals claim freedom of speech is at risk
calendar-pen  2 April 2025
pencil WAtoday

The Ever-Increasingly and Unfounded 
Encroachments of Policing Powers in 
Public Places
calendar-pen 28 March 2025
pencil Sydney Criminal Lawyers

Protest crackdown: How Australia became 
a police state
calendar-pen 20 March 2025
pencil Crikey

New laws give police 'almost unlimited 
power' to over-police marginalised groups, 
experts warn
calendar-pen 19 March 2025
pencil National Indigenous Times

Victoria Police searches: Just 1 per cent of 
'designated area' searches find illicit items
calendar-pen 15 March 2025
pencil The Sydney Morning Herald

New bail laws risk repeating mistakes of 
the past
calendar-pen 13 March 2025
pencil National Indigenous Times

'Shame on you, Jacinta Allan': mother of 
Aboriginal woman who died in custody
calendar-pen 12 March 2025
pencil The Guardian

Allan's cartoonishly titled bail bill reveals 
the depths of bad government
calendar-pen 12 March 2025
pencil The Sydney Morning Herald

If the Coalition under Peter Dutton isn't 
liberal or conservative, what is it?
calendar-pen 20 February 2025
pencil The New Daily

Jacinta Allan was getting tough on crime. 
Then her review of bail laws went missing
calendar-pen 5 February 2025
pencil The Sydney Morning Herald

 calendar-pen Published on    user Authored by    pencil Published by

You can view all our press 
releases online at:  
shorturl.at/muQ5T

https://libertyvictoria.org.au/liberty-victoria-media-release-on-bail/
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Victorian bail laws set for another review, 
but Allan denies move prompted by Labor's 
woes
calendar-pen 4 February 2025
pencil The Age

Victoria's proposed anti-protest law a 
fundamental attack on civil liberties
calendar-pen 19 December 2024
pencil Green Left

Victorian protest laws 'a mess' say civil 
libertarians
calendar-pen 18 December 2024
pencil ABC

Victoria will legislate to 'thwart' protests at 
places of worship while banning masks and 
flags
calendar-pen 17 December 2024
pencil The Guardian

Victorians react to government's proposed 
crackdown on protesters
calendar-pen 17 December 2024
pencil ABC

Christian Alarm Over Hate Speech Bill
calendar-pen 27 November 2024
pencil Vision Christian Media

Support Liberty Victoria

Become a member
Members are fundamental to our organisation and give us certainty in 
continuing our work. Individuals can become members for as little as  
$60 a year*. 

To become a member, you can visit our website or scan the QR code to the 
right. More information is available on our website. If you require assistance  
becoming a member, email info@libertyvictoria.org.au.
* $60/year applies to 5 year individual price.  
  Concession memberships available for students, and people who are unwaged or retired.

Donate
Donations ensure we can continue to maximise our impact as an organisation.

You can donate on our website, by scanning the QR code to the right,  
or by filling out the form on the previous page and sending it via email  
(info@libertyvictoria.org.au) or post (GPO Box 3161 Vic 3001). 

Become a Corporate Supporter
Liberty Victoria’s Corporate Supporter Package is a powerful way for your 
organisation to support the work we do defending and extending human rights 
and civil liberties. 

A voice to stand up for human rights and civil liberties has never been more 
important. With your assistance we can be such a voice.

To become a member, you can visit our website or scan the QR code to the right.  
More information is available on our website. If you require assistance becoming a member, 
email info@libertyvictoria.org.au

Join

Donate

Join

Make a Donation

Frequency: square One time    square Every month    

I’ll give: square $20     square $25     square $30     square $50     square $100     square Other: $

First Name: Last Name:

Expiry: CCV:

Street Address:

City / Suburb: Postcode:

Phone Email:

Card Number: square Visa     square Mastercard

Name on card: 

Signature:

You can view all our news items 
online at:  
shorturl.at/eNxd2
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For more information, contact:

info@libertyvictoria.org.au

GPO Box 3161, Melbourne, VIC 3001

Victorian Council for Civil Liberties Inc 
Reg No: A0026497L

mailto:info%40libertyvictoria.org.au?subject=

